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for an hour/'   The Takifites surrendered; Mussulman
warriors entered the city and destroyed the idol.

After the death of Mohammed the Arabs applied
themselves to the extension of the faith by the same
means. To convert the other peoples they sent, not
missionaries as the Christians did, but armies. The
prophet himself had said, 'Tight the infidels until all
resistance ceases and the religion of God is the only
one. War against the infidels is a sacred war; God is
with the combatants, and those who fall in battle will
pass straight to Paradise." The Khalifs, the suc-
cessors of Mohammed, waged this sacred war. To all
the neighboring peoples they sent a messenger offering
them a choice between three things: the Koran, tribute,
or the sword. Those who became Mussulmans became
the equals of the old believers; those who submitted
themselves to tribute would become subjects; those who
resisted would be exterminated. No one could with-
stand these fanatical armies. In the East they con-
quered Syria and Palestine, all the Persian empire,
Armenia, Turkestan, and a part of India; in the West
Egypt, Tripoli, Africa, and Spain. Almost all the
vanquished were converted, so that there were no
Christians except in the old provinces of the empire.
In less than a century (622-711) the new religion had
extended from the Atlantic to the Indus. No other
religion has been propagated so rapidly. The empire
of the Khalifs collapsed almost immediately, but all
the converted countries remained Mussulman. With
the exception of Spain, Islamism lost no territory, and
gained more. The Turks took it with them to Con-
stantinople, In our day it has made proselytes in